


1655 N. Ft. Myer Dr., Suite 1300. Arlington, VA 22209

May 13, 2020

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E.
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Chao:

On behalf of The Conservation Fund, we support the City of DurhamOs FY2020 Better Utilizing
Investments to Leverage Development (BUILD) grant application, and its efforts to advance the Durham
Belt Line Trail. At The Conservation Fund, we make conservatiank for America. By creating

solutions that make environmental and economic sense, we are redefining conservation to demonstrate its
essential role in our future prosperity. Famked for efficiency and effectiveness, we have worked in all

50 states site 1985 to protect more 8 million acres of land.

It is my understanding the City of Durham is seeking BUILD grant funds to construct the Durham Belt
Line Trail, a 1.75mile contiguous rail corridor that is no longer in operation. If awarded, the grafg fun
would build upon an FY2018 TIGER grant that funded a master plan, which provided a bold and
visionary approach on how the Durham Belt Line Trail can turn into a vibrant outdoors recreational space
for city residents and visitors alike.

The Durham Beltine will enhance overall mobility, livability, environmental sustainability, and

economic competitiveness in the City of Durham and regionally. The trail will also connect people to
public transit and jobs throughout the Triangle by improving activepmatetion options such as bicycle

and pedestrian access to downtown Durham, the Durham Station (local and regional bus service), and the
Durham Amtrak Station.

The Durham Belt Line will have an enormous impact on the reduction of regional sprawl,regtvact
economic opportunities to the corridor, and enhance existing communities along the trail. Additionally,
the transportation effort will work to ensure equity through the City of DurhamOs Blueprint for Equitable
Community Engagement, improve the healtd guality of life by expanding access to parks and open
space, restore critical environmental ecosystems, and showcase local art, history, and culture.

The Conservation Fund strongly believes the City of DurhamOs application to implement the Durham Belt
Line Trail is an excellent candidate for the FY2020 BUILD grant program. We also support the U.S.
Department of TransportationOs overall goal of funding projects that have a significant local or regional
impact. Should you have any questions, please cofitecConservation FundOs Senior Government
Relations Representative, Mark Cason at-908-5803 ormcason@conservationfund.o@ Urban

Program Director, David Proper at 92955337 ordproper@conservationfund.orghank you for your
consideration.

Sincerely,

Lawrence A. Selzer
President and CEO



April 27, 2020 T R E E s
DURHAM

Secretary Elaine L. Chao

U.S. Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary Chao:

| am the Executive Director of TreesDurham, and we are delighted to write this letter of support
for the City of Durham’s application for a BUILD Discretionary Grant that would provide funds
to move forward with the construction of the Durham Belt Line Trail.

First, about us. TreesDurham is a local non-profit dedicated to creating a healthy, sustainable
and socially just tree canopy while retaining a 50% canopy cover across Durham. We do this
through education, advocacy and tree planting. Since our start, we have planted hundreds of
trees at schools and community centers, held an annual conference and taught multiple classes
about trees and tree care. We believe everyone deserves access to trees and the benefits they
bring. This is why we wholly support the creation of the Durham Belt Line, which will provide
access to trees for Durham residents to travel through and enjoy.

The Durham Belt Line is a 1.75-mile, 17-acre rail corridor that is no longer in use and was
purchased by the City of Durham in 2018. The Durham City Council in 2018 adopted a master
plan for the trail that was funded by a TIGER planning grant. The Durham Belt Line Trail will
enhance overall mobility, livability, environmental sustainability, and economic competitiveness
in Durham and regionally. The trail will connect people to transit and jobs throughout the
Triangle by improving bicycle and pedestrian access to downtown Durham, the Durham Station
(local and regional bus service), and the Durham Amtrak Station.

The Durham Belt Line Trail will help to alter the pattern of regional sprawl by attracting some of
the region’s future growth to the corridor, while seeking to enhance and preserve existing
communities along the trail, and working to ensure equity through Durham’s Blueprint for
Equitable Community Engagement. The trail will improve health and quality of life by
increasing access to parks and open space, restoring the environment, and showcasing art,
culture, and history.

TreesDurham strongly supports and recommends that the 2020 BUILD Grant be awarded to the
City of Durham. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Katie Rose Levin
Executive Director- TreesDurham
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May 7, 2020

Secretary Elaine L. Chao

U.S. Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary Chao:

The Triangle Rails to Trails Conservancy (TRTC) is volunteer based group founded in 1990 to
promote the development of former rail corridors as trails for recreational and transportation
use in the Research Triangle area of North Carolina. Our Conservancy is located in Durham and
over the years our primary focus has been on advocacy at the State and County level in support
of building and improving the 22+ Mile American Tobacco Trail.

The TRTC is pleased to provide a letter of support for the City of Durham’s application for a
BUILD Discretionary Grant that would provide funds to move forward with the construction of
the Durham Belt Line Trail.

The Durham Belt Line is a 1.75-mile, 17-acre rail corridor that is no longer in use and was
purchased by the City of Durham in 2018. The Durham City Council in 2018 adopted a master
plan for the trail that was funded by a TIGER planning grant.

The Durham Belt Line Trail will enhance overall mobility, livability, environmental sustainability,
and economic competitiveness in Durham and regionally. The trail will connect people to transit
and jobs throughout the Triangle by improving bicycle and pedestrian access to downtown
Durham, the Durham Station (local and regional bus service), and the Durham Amtrak Station.

The Durham Belt Line Trail will help to alter the pattern of regional sprawl by attracting some of
the region’s future growth to the corridor, while seeking to enhance and preserve existing



communities along the trail, and working to ensure equity through Durham’s Blueprint for
Equitable Community Engagement. The trail will improve health and quality of life by
increasing access to parks and open space, restoring the environment, and showcasing art,
culture, and history.

The Triangle Rails to Trails Conservancy strongly supports and recommends that a 2020 BUILD
Grant be awarded to the City of Durham. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
Curtiss Devereux
President

Triangle Rails to Trails Conservancy



triangletrails

Plan. Build. Promote. Use.

May 6, 2020

Secretary Elaine L. Chao

U.S. Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary Chao:

TriangleTrails is a collaboration between government, business, anchor institutions and civic leaders
to make the Research Triangle Region a leader in greenways and trails. TriangleTrails works on behalf
of the collective interests of member counties, municipal governments, businesses, non-profits and
citizens to promote the regional greenway system.

TriangleTrails is pleased to provide a letter of support for the City of Durham’s application for a
BUILD Discretionary Grant that would provide funds to move forward with the construction of the
Durham Belt Line Trail.

The Durham Belt Line is a 1.75-mile, 17-acre rail corridor that is no longer in use and was purchased
by the City of Durham in 2018. The Durham City Council in 2018 adopted a master plan for the trail
that was funded by a TIGER planning grant.

The Durham Belt Line Trail will enhance overall mobility, livability, environmental sustainability, and
economic competitiveness in Durham and regionally. The trail will connect people to transit and
jobs throughout the Triangle by improving bicycle and pedestrian access to downtown Durham, the
Durham Station (local and regional bus service), and the Durham Amtrak Station.

The Durham Belt Line Trail will help to alter the pattern of regional sprawl by attracting some of the
region’s future growth to the corridor, while seeking to enhance and preserve existing communities
along the trail, and working to ensure equity through Durham’s Blueprint for Equitable Community
Engagement. The trail will improve health and quality of life by increasing access to parks and open
space, restoring the environment, and showcasing art, culture, and history.

TnangIeTraﬂs ong!y supports and recommends that the 2020 BUILD Grant be awarded to the City
of Durbam Thank you for your consideration.

;"»T'nangle Trails Advisory Board



May 8, 2020

Secretary Elaine L. Chao

U.S. Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590

Through:

Dale McKeel, AicP

Bicycle and Pedestrian Coordinator

City of Durham/DCHC MPO

Via email: Dale.McKeel@DurhamNC.gov

Dear Secretary Chao:

The Trinity Park neighborhood is located between downtown and Duke University’s East
Campus. Within 40 square blocks of tree-lined streets, the neighborhood is filled with historic
homes and buildings, earning Trinity Park a place on the National Register of Historic Districts.
Trinity Park Neighborhood Association (TPNA) is one of the oldest and most active
neighborhood associations in Durham. TPNA has been integral in building community,
preserving historic architecture, working with the city on smart development, and keeping the
neighborhood safe and enjoyable for all neighbors. We are a neighborhood of more than 1000
families that live generally along the western leg of the proposed Duke Belt Line Trail.

The Trinity Park Neighborhood Association (TPNA) is pleased to provide a letter of support for
the City of Durham’s application for a BUILD Discretionary Grant that would provide funds to
move forward with the construction of the Durham Belt Line Trail.

The Durham Belt Line is a 1.75-mile, 17-acre rail corridor that is no longer in use and was
purchased by the City of Durham in 2018. The Durham City Council in 2018 adopted a master
plan for the trail that was funded by a TIGER planning grant.

The Durham Belt Line Trail will enhance overall mobility, livability, environmental sustainability,
and economic competitiveness in Durham and regionally. The trail will connect people to transit


mailto:dale.mckeel@durhamnc.gov

and jobs throughout the Triangle by improving bicycle and pedestrian access to downtown
Durham, the Durham Station (local and regional bus service), and the Durham Amtrak Station.

The Durham Belt Line Trail will help to alter the pattern of regional sprawl by attracting some of
the region’s future growth to the corridor, while seeking to enhance and preserve existing
communities along the trail, and working to ensure equity through Durham’s Blueprint for
Equitable Community Engagement. The trail will improve health and quality of life by
increasing access to parks and open space, restoring the environment, and showcasing art,
culture, and history.

The Trinity Park Neighborhood Association strongly supports and recommends that the 2020
BUILD Grant be awarded to the City of Durham for this project. Thank you for your

consideration.

Sincerely,

Diana Amato, President
Trinity Park Neighborhood Association



